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Community characteristics and species diversity of wetland plants in middle reaches of
Heihe River, Northwest China. ZHAO Hai-li', ZHAO Rui-feng'* * |, ZHANG Li-hua’, JIANG
Peng-hui', JIN Jian-ling' ('College of Geography and Environmental Science, Northwest Normal
University , Lanzhou 730070, China; > Gaolan Experiment Station for Ecology and Agriculture Re-
search, Cold and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering Research Institute, Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences , Lanzhou 730000, China). Chinese Journal of Ecology, 2013, 32(4) . 813-820.
Abstract ; By using the methods of botany and phytogeography, in combining with field investiga-
tion, this paper studied the wetland flora composition, geographical elements, ecological charac-
teristics, and species diversity in the middle reaches of Heihe River, Northwest China. A total of
84 plant species were recorded, belonging to 70 genera and 32 families. The species of Composi-
tae and Gramineae were dominant, occupying 29. 8% of the total. The geographic elements of
the flora were of multiplicity, most of which embodied the feature of temperate zone. Herbs had
the numerical advantage, and perennial herbs were the main component. By using two-way indi-
cator species analysis (TWINSPAN) , the vegetation in 42 sampling plots could be classified into
10 communities. The species diversity indices of the communities were relatively low, but had
large differences among each other. According to the importance value, the Margalef richness in-
dex (R,,) ranged from 0.344 to 1.202, Simpson diversity index (D) was between 0 and 0. 840,

Shannon diversity index ( H) ranged from 0 to 1.999, and Pielou evenness index (J) was within

m

the range of 0. 712-1. 0, indicating that the structure of the wetland plant communities in the
middle reaches of Heihe River was relatively simple.

Key words; wetland; flora; community characteristics; species diversity; middle reaches of

Heihe River.
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FAEKGFEVE(Li et al. ,2010;Qin et al. ,2010) S AE
AR (255 B FAR 555, 2011 ) | s A T (2R AE ¥
45 2011543 E % 2011) AE AT K (Zhao et al. |
2007,2010) FE#E A (484452008 5 R IB 555,
2011 ; F s AT, 2011 ) B A= 25 4 K 14 i) g (3%
e HEFI X 5 B, 2009 5 5K — 3t 55 ,2011) S5 5 P T
KAWFFE, SRS T I 350 0 FR AR 5 DU A e e /0 ELAR
R0, EEERERH IR A (45,2011 ) |
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Fig.1 Location of the study area and the investigated plots
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2R CEAREEHIE 2 ~4 R (1), BRI
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FEARRE L FEACRDL WA 2B VIR R A
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Bt bR GRS SRR R R DL S 2R
LT BEVR S5 M TR T 2 A5 R 55
1.3 Bt
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ZREARIRDLIY S W RE T, AWF IR IEILL TS 4 Fhag %k
DN BE ) b Z2 B Pk (MG TK 55,2002 ) o 28 =43 Sl
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Margalef & EF5 %50 R, = (S-1)/InN
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Shannon ZHEMEFEEL. H = - Z (pInp;)
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o, PRl i AR S, N R T R AR EL, S
S i BT FEARE R AR
1.3.3 R2E40M  FIH Excel 3445 Hr Mg i1 Hf
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B2 BER SRR 1 T HR 45 W A Y B B RN 2 A
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2.1 HYXFRFFE

2.1.1 MY REARAN AR PR 42 4
TR A R b v ) R SR BIAE Y 32 B 70 J& 84 A
(R 1) HAERIAEY 1 B 1R 1 Fh, B 9
Bl 22 J& 26 B, AT 22 B} 47 J§ 57 Bl LI%E
P2, 13 B, R SR 15. 48% ik
RABE, 312 B, SRR R 14. 29% 5 SR IE I
HREBHT M) ERH(6 Bl HERL(6 B FIEENIRL (4
P&, SRHEYITA 19 B 1R 1Rl AR
FHEC 59. 37% , DLW R 5T DX 10 1l AR B AN J2: DA KE —
I EHEY S

Table 1 Components of plant species of the wetlands in the middle reaches of Heihe River

KR # JB %L H B E(%) Tk b SAE(% )
PR AIEEL Equisetaceae 1 1.41 1 1. 19
SRiE XA ) 2%} Asteraceae 10 14.29 13 15. 48
T8} Leguminosae 6 8.57 6 7.14
ZEF} Chenopodiaceae 5 7.14 6 7.14
AEHIE} Tamaricaceae 2 2.86 4 4.76
WAl Amaranthaceae 2 2.86 3 3.57
SRl Polygonaceae 2 2.86 3 3.57
JBEE Rl Lamiaceae 2 2.86 2 2.38
WEIEAEEL Papilionaceae 2 2.86 2 2.38
£ 71} Caryophyllaceae 2 2.86 2 2.38
AL Popnulus 2 2. 86 2 2.38
FF R} Cruciferae 1 1.43 2 2.38
EH Al Ranunculaceae 1 1.43 2 2.38
RFAEF) Primulaceae 1 1.43 1 1. 19
ZETiF} Plantaginaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
HFFEl Elacagnaceae 1 1.43 1 1. 19
Hr2EF) Onagraceae 1 1.43 1 1. 19
JHER} Gentianaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
B EFRL Asclepiadaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
D5 B R} Portulacaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
HHIE} Vitaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
R} Rosaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
%58} Scrophulariaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
A ARAEL Poaceae 10 14.29 12 14.29
TP HEL Cyperaceae 5 7.14 7 8.33
JT.OHEFL Juncaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
K 4Bk Juncaginaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
Kig BBl Araceae 1 1.43 1 1. 19
Fi Bl Typhaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
R T8} Potamogetonaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
Rl Iridaceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
PETEE} Alismataceae 1 1.43 1 1.19
At 70 100. 00 84 100. 00
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PrFp 2 b B AR ) 5 A X A 3 71
SR 84.52%  Horh, —4EE RO 24 i 24
B 43 B, AR B AR R 4 B, TER
(B/NeAR) HoA 3 B, b SRR 3.57% , 4330 R
VP ( Elaeagnus angustifolia) Z&M Wl ( Salix wilhelm-
siana) FI/INE A ( Populus pseudo-simonii) ; HEAR 7 Ff1,
B A B 8.33% , W 5T ( Sophora alopecu-
roides) 3 AL M ( Tamarix arceuthoides ) 40K & 15
FEAE MR 2 B B RN By 2.38% , ISR IDE
(Artemisia ordosica ) F1 H V. 48 % K ( Asterothamnus
centrali-asiaticus) ; FEZRFAY) F #0458 ( Parthenocisus tr-
icuspidata) . /WEMZ MR, N HIERM LT
T JE ) S A

) 7K 43 AR A5 B DI A K AR A 5 A 3

A 44 B 5 EFR R 52.38% 5 R AR R 32 B, b
38.10% ; A AEHY 8 Ff, 5 9.52% ,,
2.1.2 PRI AR ER YR
(15041 X S (SR AE 4R, 1991 ) , FE TR A IX 3Py, Fi 7
T 1 5340 XA R 53R 9 A 2680 2 AP AL, Horp
Tt A A O3 A ) HE AR 43 o A e
49.28% H130. 43% (3 2) . HAb7 o34 X ALY
JEIA 14 4>, 5 BRI 20.29% 3 R (P
BRFAEDIRE ) (RICHEFZETE 1991 , 2 X
BRI HO BRI ATL Y 1T 9 HE ( Equisetum ramosissimum )
BT & A I ( Equisetum) S b BRFE A SR A
XAt g . PRt o il ATl A ) e 1) 3 3 53 A 38
& BRI W) I i B O3 A1 R, 4R TP e
F2 AHIERMAFEMRHSARER

Table 2 Generic areal-types of seed plants of the wetlands
in the middle reaches of Heihe River

AATIX R BEC HEE
(%)
1 551 21 30. 43
2 T 6 8.70
3 AT ST RN Ft 55 DI (8] W 43 A 1 1.45
8 iy 41 21 30. 43
84 b ARG I (4R ) [ W7o A 3 4.35
9 ZR MV ANAb & ] 7 o0 A 2 2.90
10 1 FHRA 4345 9 13.04
103 WO FIRGAE CAIRHLZERPEM) ISy
i .
12 eI PG W 3 O A A 2 2.90
123 WP IR A, RTEAIE
S ) W7 3 A
13 AR 1 1.45
14 KW AR 1 1.45
it 69  100.00

HIAE DL A ) R S AE M B O3 A b 5 S P AR iy
XRRENEY,
2.2 HEWIRETS 3 RO E

2 JEARYE Yy A B 2L (E, ] TWINSPAN Z507)
TR BRI TRl 42 ADNRETT 84 FPAHMIREAT 03 2R 4
SRR &L, 456 DX S A 2508 50 SR 3R 6 21
AR EE R BZH I 11 4 & 10 ME)
B T~ X3oR, HAFE 0 a0 F

[) K& 2R 7% ( Comm.  Chenopodium glau-
cum) AUFEHETT 5 .38 0 T ok AT 1R 23 Pl 31, 4
SRR N IR RE T L, K 0 h SR A AR SFh h
IKEREE AYHEFNA KRR TCTE B ( Echinochloa crus-
gali var. mitis) 55 VKEE 3B (Salsola collina) (K
Wer 3 ( Cosmos bipinnatus) | AL b8 M8 5% H% 5
KW H %5 ( Medicago lupulina ) . f1 77 ( Dianthus
chinensis) %5, SEY T 75%

11 ) Z2 KA W+ 5 AL AN 22 2 FE A V% ( Comm.,
Tamarix ramosissima + Tamarix arceuthoides-Ach-
natherum splendens) ,(flFEFETT 1.4 .6 F1 21, 4 T2
T T BRI M, A S AR R IR R AR
FeB D L K h A 5, AR BCA TRARZE T
ARFI NGB R RIME , EARZ IR %
BOEEMN AR, AR AR R O BRVD 5 b Ay
HOE 2R 56 A | w7 L VAR B T KA RS
FARPARIN T KR G5 vKEE AR SR | B R
& (Artemisia capillaris) 8 28 9% ( Taraxacum officna-
la) FEE B 083 492 ( Youngia stenoma) |
I8 5 ( Eragrostis pilosa) | Y13k B8 ( Amaranthus livi-
dus) 5 I 55% o

1) Voo + 4t M- 2 B RE % (Comm.  Elaeag-
nus angustifolia + Salix wilhelmsiana-Achnatherum
splendens) ,f04EFE ) 7,10 .35 .36 .37 .39 140, EE
A5 T PRI R ) W, B SIS TR Ay T VB K A I
o E L R B KA AR R . T
ARIZNUDAC LW, TTHEARZ , FA Z AP Ry 7
K PR /NEIR L ( Oxytropis glabra ) F1¥E AL H R
BE ( Melilotus officinalis ) , ¥4 Fi A5 7K &5 ¥ ( Haler-
pestes sarmentosus) | 5 32 2%  H 5 ( Glycyrrhiza uralen-
sis) (B AN AL (Glaux maritima) P 0H
¥ ( Elymus dahuricus) 5% Y551 80%

IV) 77235 + 8 5 + R 3B 6 7 5 BE V% (Comm,
Phragmites communis + Stipa capillata + Calamagrostis

pseudophragmites ) , fL¥EFE 778 9 (18 22 24 25 29
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N=42
Eigen=1.000
Inula salsoloides(+)
Amaranthus retroflexus(-) Nf‘”
Eigen=0.732
Phragmites communis,Sonchus brachyotus |Elsholtzia ciliata(+)
Achnatherum splendens(-) |N=39
Eigen=0.709 Carex rigescens
Achnatherum splendens| Phragmites communis(+) Elsholtzia ciliata(-) | Heleocharis intersita
Bassia dasyphylla(-) N= N=16 Echchhloa cru;galh
Eigen=0.603 Eigen=0.746 | Crypsis schoenoides(+) N=1
Elymus dahuricus(+) Scirpus trigueter (+)
N=19 N=11 N=5
N=4 Eigen=0.545Rumex crispus(-) |Eigen=0.756 Eigen=0.823
N=2 Achnatherum |N=15
splendens (-) | Bigen=0.488 N=4
N=3 N=8 N=4 N=1
IN=7 N=8
5,38 1.4, 7,10, 8,9, 21,32, 11,13, 3,12, 14,15, 16 26
6,21 35,36, 18,22, 33,34 27 17,19, 23,28
37,39, 24,25, 20,30,
40 29,31 41,42

2 BT it iE Y 2% TWINSPAN 2 HPRE

Fig.2 TWINSPAN classification of plant communities of wetland in the middle reaches of Heihe River

31, FEPAEN VR R, IR ) 1
Bt IR, ZRE AT ARZEHREAR R A
JRLHF R = S5 T ORAEIE SR AL 18
P Bl (Acorus calamus ) , P12 R KT
T i KT BE B ( Seirpus planiculmis) [ E 338 AL
T B K F 4 ((Triglochin palustre ) | K 75 Fif B
( Plantago major) . 2% " Ji¢ % 1€ ( Inula linariaefolia )
8P RE 85%

V) $n 5+ 5 AR B0 BE R HE 7% (Comm. Ely-
mus dahuricus + Salicornia europaea-Alhagi sparsifo-
lia) B4R 2.32.33 H 34, 70 Aii T oK J%E 1917
Mo, E eI S+ WERL L KR, R
o EHEERATIARZ  HEARZEAIN B 54
Wi ( Tamarix austromongolica ) 5% 5¢ JIA4 hY,, A JZ
GER7/RCER DO A I PS8 N SR T
(Suaeda glauca) ,fEAEFH PR B3R BEE H
I ATERIBRAEEL ( Crypsis aculeata) 55 | -3 75 &
35%

VD) PR AGE I 2+ B A 0+ A RS V% ( Comm,
Polygonum lapathifolium + Crypsis aculeate + Rumex
crispus) ,ELFEFETT 11 13 Fl1 27 , 457 F /K JE 118 FE R
o, E SR PEBE L KR , IRER A T
JZ2 AR ITIAT BRAEE 2| B 48 5 A0 A R A
( Rumex crispus) , {1 B A # & 5 ( Setaria viridis) |

L Y3 EF B ( Bidens pilosa) |\ 34 34 % EF 5 | FE B
(Scirpus  triqueter ) MR T 3% ( Potamogeton na-
tans ) 55 455 E 55%

VD) FF iR+ /K 2+ P 2% (Comm.  Elsholizia cil-
iata + Scirpus validus + Phragmites communis) , 3%
FEJ73.12.17 .19 .20 30 41 142, EE0 A FH1A |
TRPENRHY , e AW A 4 KR %
FETR A T RE R T2 iR A A A A, DL
A KA T R AT R (Juncus effusus )
=2 E T ( Halerpestes tricuspis ) , 1A= F b 15 A= 40
23 ( Epilobium palustre) /N[ REGEZE 2 5% | 21665 i
5 ( Pycreus sanguinolentus) 7K 7% 3% ( Veronica undula-
ta) TR 2 PEVE (Alisma plantago-aquatica ) 5
VI 80% o

VID) &t 5 5+ ) 28 2 55 + i R B A R R VR
( Comm. Carex rigescens + Heleocharis intersita + Cryp-
sis schoenoides) , FLFEFE T 14 15 23 128, 4345 F 7K
[ B R RS O wb £ bl BT ) 7 [ TN 73
FETR A FTREZ WA J2 AR ] 53 L8 o n
HE PRI AT DR AE S R AR T R
B PR AT AT AR CE R R 65%

IX) K ELREYR (Comm.  Juncellus serotinus ) , FE
Ti R 16 Sr AGTEAK P G R 1, - SR A S 8 -,
IK O3B IRV XA A R AL I, AL Rh KB
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Table 3 Plant species diversity of wetland in the middle
reaches of Heihe River

HEGS  FHESRK R, H D J
I IREREERER 0.840 1.101 0.548 0.810
I SRR+ B J RS 0.968  1.246  0.612 0.740
I VDAL LRI M- 2 05 FORES 0.790 1.321 0.653 0.874
4 PR TR 0.577 0.988  0.500 0.770
% PRI+ BB 0.578 1.283 0.679 0.905
Vi PRSI 22 4 [ b W+ A R 0502 1,039 0.582 0. 835
VI B KB+ 2R 0.757 1.070 0.552 0.733
: AR R 4 oA 2 25 S 4 IR B

I Pt 0.344 0.871 0.483 0.712
X IKISEREE 1.202 1.999 0.840 0.910
X BT HMER 0 0 0  1.000

R PR RO RAETEE AL LR IR B
LA | BT 4 T 60%

X)) ZEFAMEYS (Comm. Inula salsoloides) K77
R 26 A5r T TE 0 ] R R B, g 2K R Ay i
e KOS 5 AR A R — | R B — A
WIZ TN, WL 45%
2.3 THYIRE ZREVERRIE

Shannon ZFETEFEEC(H) 4 0 ~1.999, HHhK
BRI B e, HOUROh U0 A + S R 2E A BB R
(1.321) ZEFAMERE /N (£ 3), Simpson ZHf
PEFEEL(D) S 0 ~0. 840 , K IHFLREE 5 i, FLUk
B+ ) F-BE BE R RE VR (0. 679) , BT AMEETR
/N (% 3), Margalef & BEHEEL(R,) B 0 ~
1.202, LUK B RE V% S, Ho Ok 2 B0+ % 4
REW-J 2% RERE 95 (0. 968 ) , T AMIEE F i/ (R
3) . Pielou H2JEHEEL(T) N 0. 712 ~ 1, 5 HE v LA
S AN foc ey, A3 v ) B 22 5 4 IR B AR
TR R (R 3) o T TAMEEE 2 th B — ) Fh
R IHEYS , BT L Shannon 22 #4445 %4, Simpson 2
FEPEFEE Margalef = & & 48 07E I A 8 7% H 50l
A%, 328 0 4, Pielou $45] FEFRBUAE T A R 5 v
e, HUEDN 1, BAAT BRI b R AR Y R VR
YR Z RS B, BAFEEORZE 5+

3 i i

3.1 SRR AR X AR A AR

TE ALY 42 e b 2 B 84 R Y, SR
T 32 48,70 A&, Hi S RFRUR AR B Fh 28 5
Z , AR FN LN 29. 7% AUEA 1 FiE
YIERHE 19 4, SRR 59.37% , BT UL, PR

R AR RR A9 2 B LR, HAR A
PAZUR =BT BHHEY) 5 E 30r, Uii
VS AUSZARY) 2R 58 5 A 5 2 B2 A BE FEAE/N
FERT TR |~ 1 A X R 9 3 (13 45, 2009 5
XIP R, 2012 ), SR A i 3 M A ) b 2K 1 X A b
B2 5 D0 DY L 1 (£ 9 &, 2010) T 5
DX A S L w Wl ( SKYLHESE 2007 ) FHEE LA A
R (2E SRR AR, 2011 ) AL, A
BN EE

FE ) A 136 R AL )0 A A7 PR 255 K
WA . WEFEIX R AR 2 LA 224 A A
T, YRR HAY) b LA SR A F
(PPA% T B A, 2011 ) o o T U X A BT A
TR R v, 4R A TR 28 5 1 B HETR 1Y
TR AL (RN ESE,2007) o 5 DAY EF IS 36
M DL 1 AR AR RO EAN ) (S /AR 2008) 1
AR 25 AR G Y K B S R  (HG DC1]  B—
K ST A 25 2R 4, 2R K T L g b i R A2
F A SRS s T BE R, R AR A RE T BORBE ™, A5 it
I ARALI B A BE RN (st e 7 B D AR L) | AN
SURFARY X R AR A A AR AR A A,
PR . Iz AEZA Vs s i, W LA —4F
A AR oA ARER . PG W M T LR A 2
PERE L, BT () 2K 8] BR PR 2 T R R KRG 1R
P AT (i) ) Y5 0 AR ST (T80 ) 5 s b T i o 3
Mo, AL T AR AR R O R (R 5EHL,1997) o

ST R Y AR ) LR A K AR A S LS
e AR R T, R BOK AR R G
B, F ] JEAT v i I L 1) 7K o3 AR A 0B g AR
Yy b e v ) e 451, 5 0T 5 DX QA - S R
Fo 0O AR R A B, R TR R T
Rl DX [R]AR A  RRT HR i B A AR R T T
R, BT AT B o AR AT AR
3.2 R R A YR 2 HEE AR

RS DX b = B A 2 JEE R R R B KT
BRI R R L R AR RS
Ko s i BAT B R B R A B AR B A
A B 25 4 IR B AE ROREVE 26 + 81 +
FEH TR IR Z R B B X R
7RI 22 R K B e AR S B TR R A
{9 22 L R ASARBAE 25 B o AR DL, B2 1k
R ZHEME VS F R S S R (S5
A, 1995) .
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RETS Rl 2 R Bl AR IR U 25 4 2
B HBUKY KRB e ERERS, A
9T DA 2 A B & TS Margalef 35 BEFE 50N
0.344 ~1.202, Simpson ZHEHEFEE N 0 ~ 0. 840,
Shannon ZHEMFEECH 0 ~ 1. 999, Pielou ¥ FEFE 4L
0712 ~ 1.0, 1 BE AT L, P AT rp Jie 2 b AT 0 o %
KAL) ZREHEAR O AR, BAfFE —EE 5 1
S5 e BT v i b A ) T T 6 R TR B 4K
A

FE T YE VR B AR A I BEVS Shannon 4
PEFEHN 0. 22 ~ 2. 07, Pielou ¥4I EEFE %M 0. 15 ~
0.80( FAREEE 2012) . KIELIIGA VR + 0 Al
WIRETR B 2R 2 ) Shannon 2 FE 35508 0. 525 ~
2. 693 (PN ,2009) 5 152 DX 8L EL i I b A 90 B
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(S LRI, 55 )5 E AR E A G
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