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Melissopalynology and trophic niche of Apis cerana ceraca and Apis mellifera ligustica in
Yunnan Province of Southwest China. LIU Yu-jia, ZHAO Tian-rui, ZHAO Feng-yun ( Research
Center of Food Engineering , Kunming University of Science and Technology, Kunming 650500, Chi-
na).-Chin. J. Appl. Ecol. ,2013,24(1) ; 205-210.

Abstract; In 2010 and 2011, the honey samples of Apis cerana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica
were collected from Kunming and Mengzi of Yunnan Province, respectively, aimed to analyze the
melissopalynology and tropic niche of the two bee species. The absolute pollen concentration of the
honey of A. cerana cerana was 1.55x10* ind - g”', being significantly higher than that (1.01x10*
ind - ¢”') of A. mellifera ligustica, and the number of nectar plant species collected by A. cerana
cerana was 12.9, also significantly higher than that (7.7) collected by A. mellifera ligustica, indi-
cating that A. cerana cerana could utilize more nectar plants, while A. mellifera ligustica had stron-
ger selectivity to the nectar plants. The trophic niche breadth of A. cerana cerana was 0.35, which
was significantly higher than that (0.23) of A. mellifera ligustica. The trophic niche overlap index
between the two bee species was 0.71, and the interspecific competition index was 0. 93, sugges-
ting that the food competition between A. cerana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica was fierce.

Key words: Apis cerana ceraca; A. mellifera ligustica; melissopalynology; nectar plant; trophic
niche.
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Table 1 Basic status of sampling regions

X Hh AR A K FERRIR SRR A To AR GRORENINE

Region Geographic coordinate Altitude Mean annual Mean annual Non-frost Mean annual
(m) temperature (°C) precipitation (mm) period (d) sunshine (h)

LB Kunming 25°08' N,102°44" E 1955 14.9 1011.3 240 2200

% H Mengzi 23°31' N,103°25" E 1288 18.6 857.7 337 2234

2 g e ) R PR EE XA 1 AR T e o 1 e
BTN T, A BT T iR R e AR ) 95 R
EBRRR Y.

ARG AN 2 M S s AE R RIS L
1,35 A S AL BE A7k I 7E 2 SRR AR 25
3 GERE A A0 F e LA R P ] S S R BE , LU 73
A e Fofr X A - e ol 14 52 i e B8, Dy B e ol
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H AL 1] P 52 R IR B T AR, 40 IX Al 7 Tl 300
FHBALT 2B AR AR L0 e e G 3 F A N
IRV ALKV 2030 53 K W PN , Ja 2 B 4 75 R 31
Z—. Aty B v I KA S . A B A
A F AFTA MY I FFA K
TR AT ( Brassica campestris) 35T ( Vicia crac-
ca) % TR BRI EF 2 F ( Elsholizia densa)
AT LAAR P2 RO Y BAAE e 2 (] i 30K T 1 1 IXC ) 2
WEFRFENY B AR IR IR Fh 2R 325 R 5853
HEAMEN LR 1.
1.2 RHIE

TmmA RN B B A (52 H) L5
AN 23 1 AR R A4 2R D7 s I TS o (R ) S
W R AL v AR B e B T RO e e M R i 45 15
A H FREREM A 8 A MM T (K 2).
H AR S I 5 RO e i 37 AR 24 300 m. S Bij 1k
TR Ay e G T e YU 23 SR | e A SR 1 R L
B I 5 Hh R
1.3 flEabr

B S 1) 008 2 g3 B SR T Rk R Y I TR T O e
BT ORSTRRECERE 10 g, H 20 mL 30 °C 2247 107
WK, A A B0, 3000 1+ min™' B.0> 10 min,
FE2 BIHWG A 2 mL VKPR, B2 218 E 2 h, 3000
r - min~' B0 10 min, {85 VWL IAETRC ] A S

PRIT-M AR IR (9 : 1) IREW 1 mL,85 C /K 8
min. BUH 58 H177 46
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di AT L.
1.3.2 26 X} 48 ¥y ¥ FiE (absolute pollen concentration,
APC)IME Bk, 7erh i 4 o b gk
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Table 2 Information of the honey samples

e Tl RS SRR ]
Honey Bee species Collecting Collecting
region time

S1-8 H e 2 e X H 2011-05
A. cerana ceraca Mengzi

wWi1-7 rh LA 2010-11
A. cerana ceraca Kunming

S1-8 TR v 5 H 2011-05
A. mellifera ligustica Mengzi

W1-7 TR e B9 2010-11
A. mellifera ligustica Kunming

S HFZIE % Spring honey; W 4¢Z24% Winter honey.
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1.5 FdEaba

K H Excel 2007 FAXEE AT 581 T3 B FIAE
2R T SPSS 17. 0 34 5 R 5 2243 BT ((one-way
ANOVA) Fl LSD ¥ #1784l 19 5 3 P 0 B (o =
0.05).
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F R I IR

X 2 el e B R A M A TR 22 o BT (R 4
5, G5REN FEPHEEMLNFLZ TR
F1 42505 ( Trifolium repens ) , 2<% Hh i) 2L PP
RIBIAARH %46 H 75 ( Elsholizia densa) . H 4=l ¥
R E =R A AR T RTR RS
FBCRRIR KA B IR R . AL T B 0 4%l
R MMERARRNER, 2 oMA LT R E
BE IR

F3 HEBEESEANEEREETRER
Table 3 Pollen indices of the honey from A. cerana cerana
and A. mellifera ligustica ( meanSD, n=15)

e E et R I pEw ik

Honey index A. cerana A. mellifera
cerana ligustica

HXTEATRIE APC 1.55+0.81a  1.01x0.66b

(x10% ind - g™")

R FIZE Pollen species 12.9+1.9a 7.7+1.0b

IR FhEF s Ab B a) 25 5 B 3 (P <0.05) Different letters indicated

significant difference between treatments at 0. 05 level.
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Fig.1 Percentage of main pollens in spring honey from A. cer-
ana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica.

I . B RFE I A. mellifera ligustica; 11 RIS A, cerana cerana.
T[] The same below. a) H 44l Trifolium repens; b) 35T Vicia crac-
ca; c) B E T Medicago sativa; d) PN Eucalypyus robusta; e) =
WEE Verbena offcinalis ; 1) 25 BB Leonurus artemisia; g) Eegit Ligustrum
lucidum ; h) ¥ ¥R 5 Commelina communis; i) *2 i 4€ Cuphea hookeri-
ana; ])%gm Alnus nepalensis; k) —H [ BLET B Bidens Pilosa; 1) #31€
H VWLEE Oenothera rosea; m) HAlL Others.
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Fig.2 Percentage of main pollens in winter honey from A. cer-
ana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica.

a) W Elsholtzia densa; b) 2 BER Leonurus artemisia; ¢) RM#
Eucalypyus robusta; d) = YL &1 H Bidens pilosa; e) 5 # HIBEAE Urena
lobata var. yunnanensis; £) BB Acacia decurrens var. dealbata; g) ¥
F Vicia cracca; h) 38 % Fagopyrum esculentum; i) ¥EEL Verbena offci-
nalis; j) =46 JIMEZY Hypoestes triflora; k) 4N Alnus nepalensis; 1)
HAh Others.
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Table 4 Pollen types and percentage in spring honey of A. cerana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica

B4 Py rhAREE A, cerana cerana BKFVERE A, mellifera ligustica
Family Species S, S, S5 Sy S5 5 5, 5 S, S, S5 Sy S5 5 5, 5
R SRS 33 29 25 42 37 28 18 31 57 39 48 50 63 52 58 47
Leguminosae Trifolium repens
WO AL HF 6 9 17 5 8 13 71 16 7 14 9 9 4 11 6 10
Papilionaceae Vicia cracca
EALEAE 5 7 8 10 12 13 6 7 18 19 16 7 11 21 22 8
Medicago sativa
B Ak PNUEYS 0 16 18 7 9 17 13 12 <l <1 2 11 <1 8 1 13
Myrtareae Eucalypyus robusta
Th B RS L 8 11 9 6 5 13 10 12 1 20 13 14 16 7 9 12
Verbenaceae Verbena offcinalis
Ty - <l 2 - <1 - <1 - <1 3 <1 - - - <1 -
Lantana camara
BER TREEE 19 13 <l 12 15 10 <1 10 - - <l - - <l - -
Labiatae Leonurus Artemisia
R <1 - <1 - - - 4 <1 - - - - - - - -
Salvia japonica
—He - <1 - - <1 - - - - - - - - - - -
Salvia splendens
£ =R - < - - 2 < 7 - R L S
Compositae Bidens Pilosa
R - - <1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - -
Eupatorium japonicum
N it 6 8 12 11 4 <1 10 5 <1 2 7 8 5 <1 3 5
Oleaceae Ligustrum lucidum
e iy B A} WS B 4 3 5 2 7 4 6 1 - - - - - - - -
Commelinaceae Commelina communis
T 3Rt AL 301 2 4 <1 1 2 <1 - - 3 < - - - 4
Lythraceae Cuphea hookeriana
HEAF PR <1 - - <1 - - 6 3 6 <1 1 <1 - - - <l
Betulaceae Alnus nepalensis
M-SRt AL IR <1 2 1 <1 - - 302 - - - - - - - _
Onagraceae Oenothera rosea
L Eivd <1 - - - <1 - 3 «l - - - - < - -«
Polygonaceae Polygonum cymosum
AR B S D T T
Cruciferae Brassica campestris
W LBRE  BPERE ST
Geraniaceae Geranium carolinianum
KR EN - A - - o - oo
Cannaceae Canna indica
— KK E] No detected. T [A] The same below.
AR AT, BRI E R B FHEYFEEZE .
FI 66% , A2 i R AEAE MY LU B 52% . HoJ5 2.2 vhARsg g 55 8 ORI W 178 F R 28 A

WU TSIE R 25 BE 7T MRS IRFH K4 2R
=B &F ¥ ( Bidens pilosa) , Bt 3% BHH) = m Hu Bk AL
( Urena lobata var. yunnanensis) , v Z& % BF A9 8 P
(Acacia decurrens) 5. TEA B 18 FhAL My b, 1R %
R 18 M, BORH MR AR 13 Fh p AR iE 5 &
DA 4 e L [ SR AR AU AT 13 A,

Hh AR T YR B IR AE ) R ) e 2 B A AR )
(R FHRE T 2408 T R R 0, R vh iy 2 ot g
B SEEE K ( Cuphea hookeriana) -2 )\( Alnus ne-
palensis) L VA ) o r Rk AE A SR
# ( Fagopyrum esculentum ) | Ty ¥ B 55 50 B rh A2 %
B o S R ) ) SR P PR D80 A T R R e i SR AR

X 2 e R ARy HEAT B SR AR ST,
15 Hh v A 2 W 55 R KR W ) 8 3 R SV T 1 4
9 0.35 F10.23, hAe g S TR &% H 2=
S XA AR SO 3 ok X R A AR LR
15t Hp AR e B ) 0T TR A AL T8 B R T R O 2 e
A5 VR 7). 1 BH 35 R ) e L v e 2 e 0o 5 5 AL
Yy SRR T T AR e mT DUR B Z2 R
VR . B W 32 B IR A5 (5 e ) J | rh A
BT B IR A AR i AR B T Y R A
A NRT W E R R, ARS8 e L 5 KR 2 i
WA TE g

AR e 5 T R B e SR A S AT
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Table 5 Pollen types and percentage in winter honey of A. cerana cerana and A. mellifera ligustica

B4 Py rhAEEE A, cerana cerana BRI A, mellifera ligustica
Family Species W, W, W; W, W, W, W, W, W, W; W, Wy W, W,
JRIEF WAL E 63 69 61 51 39 42 38 71 60 65 59 73 64 68
Labiatae Elsholizia densa
fi BF 5 5 3 4 23 8 19 21 - - - 15 12 10 13
Leonurus artemisia
BEFIF <1 - - - <1 - <« .
Rabdsia eriocalyx
$z <1 - - - <1 - <1 - - - - - = -
Origanum vulgare
B Ak PN 8 13 14 6 7 5 9 7 19 20 6 5 8 9
Myrtareae Eucalypyus robusta
P Ei> 0 <1 5 - - - - < 2 6 - - - -
Polygonaceae Fagopyrum esculentum
Eciva - - - <1 2 1 <1 - - - <1 - - -
Polygonum cymosum
oy =LA R 1 2 3 7 10 11 8 - 4 5 2 5 9 5
Compositae Bidens pilosa
W58 111 1 2 - - - <1 1 <« 1 - - - - - - -
Aster ageratoides
HEARFY LU 1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 - 8§ <1 - - - - -
Betulaceae Alnus nepalensis
TR} L 3 <1 6 <1 3 2 <l - - - < - <« -
Verbenaceae Verbena offcinalis
GE X A 5 3 2 1 8 71 4 3 <1 3 - - < -
Mimosaceae Acacia decurrens var. dealbata
WIB AR} HY <1 7 1 2 3 - - <l 13 <1 9 <1 6 <l
Papilionaceae Vicia cracca
AR} 2t 302 4 - - - - a1 - - - - -
Oleaceae Ligustrum lucidum
e} =M Bk - <1 1 8 14 10 13 - - - 8 4 - -
Malvaceae Urena lobata var. yunnanensis
HFH e S - - - - - -
Sida rhombifolia
EHARH =462 - - - 1 4 2 5 - - <d - <12 4
Acanthaceae Hypoestes triflora
SR} Bk S 2 - ool
Balsaminaceae Impatiens sp.
ﬁ;ﬁﬂpiﬁgﬁﬂ,’éiﬂ%ﬁﬂ’\]ﬁ%i?‘&ﬁiéﬂﬂlI‘ETJ% KPR X B —E R AR, R AN R 8k

Table 6 Trophic niche overlap and coefficient of interspe-
cies competition between A. cerana cerana and A. mellifera
ligustica

H X ERESMES Tl 5% 4 2R A

Region Trophic niche Interspecies competition
overlap coefficient

2 M Kunming 0. 69 0.91

%% ] Mengzi 0.72 0.95

-3 Average 0.71 0.93

fH5 0. 71, Rl 55 4 RBCERME R 0.93 (£ 6) , £
R 2 A0 ol xof 214 i 8 J5UAR 0 9% R S A I L (2 A
W AN [) L IX A7 3 A A 2 I M A ) A S
ASTRIR % R o S P

3 i it

3.1 MEE BRI
B R 7 T A A e v ) R AR )

DRI A AR A% S B R 2k al T2 5E
e 10 MR A T D3 A A ) e v ) A A A 2
FUB, S BT T, S 5E Y 0 27 i 14 M R TR
T B i AR A U R AT — RE B Bl [ e
S ARy EA A T T R B BRI A 5 e B 1Y 5
SESETTTE ) AR TR e o FA 2 O T A S 4
Br, XAt — 230 R 1 L I .
3.2 GIATERAM S e i v e e i MR T

ABEFERIA , 15 [ — b i 1] 57 v A e e R K
F BT AR e n] UM TS 22 1 s IR R
HAEGEWTE A b SO BSATORFE e )5 , Jf]
Hh AR B R R B

FCPR AR 2275 AT« 1) T ROM) 2 e T e ]+ 4
AR B AL A e T AR SCRE Y 52 ) ORI e ]
W — v Ao 2 e AR TSR AT A (IR 4y 1
T ) AT A L (AR S 0G ) 15 e AR B I (3 ) TR
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B R MR B2 247 e R A e, H R 1 Dk
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RAE T LB RN E L3 ~5 C. AR E R &
S AU AR i | LR NI K A AR it P OTAE /Y
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