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Progress of heterotrophic studies on symbiotic corals. YANG Yang-chu-giao', HONG Wen-
ting', WANG Shu-hong' ™ (' Ministry of Agriculture Key Laboratory of Healthy Mariculture for the
East China Sea, College of Fishery, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, Fujian, China).

Abstract ; Heterotrophy of zooxanthellae symbiotic corals refers to the nutrition directly coming from
food absorption, not the nutrition obtained from photosynthesis. Most ex situ propagation of symbiotic
corals focused on the effects of irradiation, flow rate and water quality on corals, few of them in-
volved in the demand and supply of coral heterotrophic nutrition. This paper reviewed the signifi-
cance of heterotrophic nutrient supply to symbiotic corals from the sources of coral heterotrophic nu-
trition, the factors affecting the supply of coral heterotrophic nutrient, and the methods of how to
study the coral heterotrophy. In general, the research of coral heterotrophy is just at the beginning
stage, and future studies should focus on the inherent mechanism of coral feeding selection and de-
veloping more effective research methods.
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PV R A RHE bR R AU Y A
BE AT RIS F 5 FRARC I 5 05 , X B AT Leal 255" 1
T IR AS B B TR Vg e i 1) s I 264 7 1
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SR B RIS 2 A R RSB IR K K A A
I AR A S0 X S S R A B 5T 0 b T
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